
§425.  Commissioners

A.  Number.  (1)  In addition to the commissioner-in-charge, at the following elections there shall be the following number of additional commissioners at each precinct:

(a)  For the gubernatorial primary and general elections, the congressional primary and general elections, and the primary and general elections for municipal officers in a parish containing a
municipality with a population of four hundred seventy-five thousand or more held every four years beginning in 1994:

(i)  Four commissioners for precincts with more than three hundred registered voters.

(ii)  Three commissioners for precincts with three hundred registered voters or less.

(b)  For all elections not specifically provided for in Subparagraph (A)(1)(a) or in Part III of Chapter 6 of this Code:

(i)  Three commissioners for precincts with more than three hundred registered voters.

(ii)  Two commissioners for precincts with three hundred registered voters or less.

(2)  The governing authority of a municipality, the governing authority of a parish, or the governing authority of a district having a governing authority, with the approval of the parish board of
election supervisors, may adopt a resolution to reduce the number of such additional commissioners to not less than two for each precinct in the municipality, in the parish outside of a
municipality, or in the district outside of a municipality in a district election, respectively, whenever in the opinion of the governing authority such reduction is not detrimental to the conduct of an
election.  In no event shall there be less than one commissioner-in-charge and two additional commissioners per precinct.

(3)  The parish board of election supervisors may submit a written request to the secretary of state, on or before the twenty-third day prior to an election, for additional commissioners for
overcrowded precincts.  The written request shall include the number of additional commissioners requested and an explanation of the need for additional commissioners.  If the secretary of state
determines that there is a need for additional commissioners and that the allocation of additional commissioners is feasible, he may approve the allocation of additional commissioners.

B.  Qualifications and classifications.  (1)  A qualified voter who is not entitled to assistance in voting and is not a candidate in the election may be selected as a commissioner in any precinct of
the ward where he is registered to vote, except pursuant to R.S. 18:434(B) and (D) in which case he may be selected as a commissioner in any precinct of the parish where he is registered to vote.

(2)(a)  No person shall be selected as a commissioner in a precinct in which a member of his immediate family is a candidate for election to public office.

(b)  No person who has been convicted of an election offense enumerated in Chapter 10 of this Title shall serve as a commissioner.

(3)  A person shall not serve as a commissioner, except pursuant to R.S. 18:434(D), unless he has attended a course of instruction for commissioners, has received a certificate of instruction
during the term of office of the clerk who conducted the school, and has provided his correct party affiliation to the clerk.  A commissioner who has received this certificate shall be classified as a
certified commissioner.  A commissioner selected pursuant to R.S. 18:434(D), who has not been issued such a certificate, shall be classified as an uncertified commissioner.

(4)  A person who is at least seventeen years of age, under the age of eighteen, and is not a qualified voter but is otherwise qualified to serve as a commissioner pursuant to this Subsection may be
selected to serve as a commissioner in any precinct of the ward where he may register to vote pursuant to R.S. 18:101(A), provided that the person is enrolled in the twelfth grade of any
Louisiana public high school or state-approved nonpublic high school or is participating at the twelfth grade level in a home study program approved by the State Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education.

C.  Powers and duties.  (1)  The commissioners shall conduct primary and general elections at each polling place, shall enforce the election laws, and shall maintain order at the polling place
during the election and the counting and tabulation of votes.

(2)  A commissioner shall not electioneer, engage in political discussions, unnecessarily delay a voter at the polling place, or prepare a list of persons voting at the polling place other than the
official poll lists.



D.  Oath.  On election day, before a commissioner enters upon the performance of his duties, he shall take the constitutional oath or affirmation.  The commissioner-in-charge shall administer the
oath.

E.  Notice of service.  Commissioners who serve at the polling place on election day shall receive the compensation provided in R.S. 18:426.1.  The clerk of court of each parish shall transmit to
the Department of State the names, addresses, and social security numbers of all persons who served as commissioners on election day in that parish no later than seven days after the election.
 Upon receipt of such information from the parish clerks of court, the Department of State shall compensate any commissioner who has served at a polling place on an election day within thirty
days.
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